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ABOUT
THE
PROJECT

The project is called A Drawing a Day
Keeps the Pandemic Away. We created it
on March 17th, which was the day when
we realized that we weren’t going to be
able to go back into the museum and
continue installing the exhibitions we
had been planning to open on March
27th. People were asking us what we,
as an art museum, were going to do to
reach out to the community during the
pandemic shutdown and honestly we
were wondering that ourselves, so we
had an online brainstorming session
and came up with the idea of posting
a daily drawing prompt on Instagram.
Anyone who wanted could respond
to the prompt by posting a drawing
and tagging us. Then we would add
their drawing to our story feed and our
highlights, so there would be a growing
record of everything we’d received.
At the end of the project we would
turn the submissions into a catalog.
Drawing a Day is not only something that
gives people a connection to the arts
community during the shutdown, it’s also
going to become a historical archive.
It took us less than twenty-four hours
to come up with our list of prompts. By
the next day our graphic designer Chloe
Bernardo had created our title image and
we were able to begin. Every day since
then we’ve posted one of her prompt
illustrations followed by a response from
an artist. That’s our first picture of the
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day. After that we wait to see what else
people send us.
Anyone with access to Instagram can
participate. We don’t judge the drawings.
We hope that the regularity of our
prompts creates a sense of grounding
in the middle of the very tense and
mysterious situation that we’re in. Ideally,
we hope our prompts help people touch
on some of the complicated feelings
they’re having right now. We also
appreciate it when we can see people are
enjoying themselves. We notice when
the same people send us pictures every
day, and even though we don’t know
most of them personally it’s nice to be
able to follow their careers, as Pandemic
Drawing artists, with the same kind
of attention we would use if we were
following the career of any of the artists
we work with at the museum. Some of
those exhibition artists have submitted
drawings too. Sue Havens, for example,
an artist who’s going to be creating new
work for a show in our Workshop gallery
in the future, sent us two drawings for
the self-portrait prompt.
We’ve had people tell us that the project
is therapeutic, it’s comforting, it creates a
kind of normalcy. And those are the kinds
of reactions we were hoping for.
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March 18, 2020
Pittsburgh-based artist Branden Koch created for today’s
prompt: “Express your most intense current feelings
in one drawing.” This is Hiding In Plain Sight (2020, ink
on paper, 18x15 inches). He adds that the composition
is “after Thomas Eakins, The Gross Clinic, 1875.” It’s
fantastic. One of Koch’s prints will be on view in our
Excerpts exhibition after we reopen to the public.
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by Lah-Wren
TheWhiplash
@mzwhiplash

“Cancelled” by
@siopaoleon
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“Day 6 at Home”
by Georgina Lewis
@georgina.lewis

“Emma”
by Emmanuel Muñoz
@chilaquilesdemanny
8.5inx11in charcoal
on paper
“My biggest fear is
that we will have
learned nothing at
the end of this...”
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“I feel better now”
by LeiAnn Huddleston
@leiannhuddleston
Digital illustration

“Pandemic Pendulum”
by Paige Bockman
@pgbockman
Ink and colored pencil
on notebook paper
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“The Lightning Rod”
by Alisha Kerlin
@alishakerlin
in collaboration with
a Bryan Nash Gill
Woodcut Notecard

“The Lightning Rod”
(back) by Alisha Kerlin

@alishakerlin
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by Sapphire
@sapphirewitxh
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“Untitled”
by Dan Hernandez
@xdan45x

“Today I Felt
Stressed, Isolated
and Tired”
by Cindi Reed
@cmoonreed
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“Untitled”
by Elif Mette
@elifmette (Turkey)

“Spring Equinox
Isolation”
by Alexandra Gwynn
@alexandra_gwynn
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“Work in Progress”
by Heather Lang-Cassera
@heather_lang_

“Spring Equinox
Isolation”
by Alexandra Gwynn
@alexandra_gwynn
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“Untitled”
by Mikayla Whitmore
@mikaylawhitmore

by Keely Arellano
@ayye.keely
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“A Woman, a Man and a Moon”
by Katia Karaman
@kara_mam
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Make two
things in one
(hybrid drawing)

March 19, 2020
A drawing by Las Vegas artist Lance L. Smith
(@lancesmithart).
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We enjoyed Rodrigo Lara Zendejas’ (@rodrigo_lara_81) work when
he visited Las Vegas for his Rogers Art Loft (@rogersartloft) residency
last June, so it was great to receive an image from him today for A
Drawing a Day Keeps the Pandemic Away. This is: Untitled (Ephemeral
Memorials Series), 2019. Pencil, colored ribbons, cardboard, thread, and
paper on glazed ceramic tile, 11 x 14 in.
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“Patterns of Behaviour”
by Pat Palermo
@patpalermo

“Decorated Agave Eels
Blowing Bubbles”
by Marianne Campbell
@froggydoesart
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“Beatrice Drank the
Wormwood Again”
by Lorry Stone
@lorrystoneart

“I really like you”
by M.J. Myers
@mrlaughingboy
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“Hybrid”
by Keely Arellano
@ayye.keely

“Light”
by Ivan Venían
@_ivann_gv
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“The Water and Grass Are One”
by Felicia Taylor @felicityface
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“Untitled”
by Dan Hernandez
@xdan45x

“Untitled”
by Mary Sabo
@mary_.sabo
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“Thumbs Up + the
White House Power
Machine”
by Heidi Rider
@reidihider

“Untitled”
by Elif Mette
@elifmette
(Turkey)
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“Potato-Bird”
by LeiAnn Huddleston
@leiannhuddleston
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“A simile; or, to make
2 things in 1”
by Heather LangCassera
@heather_lang_

by Allison Aprile
@allison.aprile
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“Chipalope”
by Christel Polkowski
@sightbeyondsight
Colored pencil and pen

“Chipalope”
by Christel Polkowski
@sightbeyondsight
Colored pencil
and pen
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by BE Gutierrez
@begutierrezart

by Brent Holmes
@bread_n_circuses
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by Cindi Reed
@cmoonreed

by Alisha Kerlin
@alishakerlin
Ink, Band-aids,
and The Economy
Company 1950
picture cards
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DRAW
A SELF
PORTRAIT

LOVE
March 20, 2020

Las Vegas illustrator Sophia Arredondo (@sophiarre &
@sophism_) provides us with a piece of inspiration for
“Draw a Self-Portrait.” Banquet for One, 2020. Digital
painting (Photoshop CC) (7.5”x5.5”).
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“Untitled”
by Jeff Musser
@jeff.musser.art

“Self Portrait from
Somewhere Sunny
Last Year”
by LeiAnn Huddleston
@leiannhuddleston
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“Untitled”
by Rian Izk
@rian_izk

“Self-Portrait”
by Marianne Campbell
@froggydoesart
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“Untitled”
by Dan Hernandez
@xdan45x

“Draw a Self Portrait”
by ZsaZsa Orosz
@zsazsagabriela
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“Self-portrait”
by Chloe Bernardo
@cbernardo_design

“Untitled (self
portrait)”
by Eva J Scoville
@ejscoville
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“Self Portrait #1”
by Sue Havens
@shavens88

“Self Portrait #2”
by Sue Havens
@shavens88
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“Untitled (Self Portrait)”
Sketch pad etching
by Roxanna Ahlgren
@roxanna_ahlgren

“Self Portrait”
by Lola Hernandez
@lolasattemptat_art
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“self portrait”
by Sean Clark
3/20/20

“Updated self
portrait”
by Sean Clark
3/25/20
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“Updated self
portrait”
by Sean Clark
3/26/20

“Updated self portrait”
by Sean Clark (#4)
3/29/20
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“Untitled (self portrait)”
by Suzan Batu
@artistsuzanbatu (Turkey)
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“Self Portrait
Deconstructed”
by Emmanuel Muñoz
@chilaquilesdemanny

“Self portrait”
by Holly Lay
@hollographic
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“A contour self-portrait”
by Erica Martinez
@lady_dydrm

“Self Polytrait”
by Ivan Gonzalez
@_ivann_gv
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“Self Portrait as Nocturne”
by Heather Lang-Cassera
@heather_lang_
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by Leann Munsell
@boodabaibai

by Lauren Olson
@mzwhiplash
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by Felicia Taylor
@felicityface
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by Christel Polkowski
@sightbeyondsight
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by Vanessa Valdivia
@ninivaldivia

by Keely Arellano
@ayye.keely
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Draw a place you have
always wanted to visit:

March 21, 2020
Matthew Couper (@coupermatthew), Social Isolation #34. Oil on paper, 21” x 15”
Here’s what I said in a recent interview for a New Zealand art magazine for the
now canceled Auckland Art Fair that was supposed to take place in late April.
“recently, my work has been focused on water issues, albeit very symbolically.
That is, using historical forms to talk about present issues. I live in the desert
and of course water source and usage is a big issue, yet it seems that water
shortage is spreading across the globe as there are many record droughts in
effect at present. I guess the bigger picture is about contemporary survival,
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again because we live in such a harsh environment. When you see it everyday,
it really hits home. The most recent body of paintings are looking more inward
at the phenomenon of Social Isolation in a time where the world population is
at its highest ever. It’s really about how we live, or don’t live in relation to other
people and how we often live in a false sense of security, not really ready for
slight shifts in the environment or other factors in society. Visually, I’ve started
off with the term ‘desert island’ to tie where I live now in the Mojave Desert
with where I come from in Aotearoa/New Zealand. The literal reading of the
term circles back to the idea of survival and there’s activity taking place –
wooden constructions haphazardly coming together, ropes binding structures
and organic forms used as supports. There are only hints of human presence
such as pipes.”
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“Istanbul, Turkey”
by Suzan Batu
@artistsuzanbatu

“Untitled”
by Linda Kerlin
@lindakerlinart
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by Emmanuel Muñoz
@chilaquilesdemanny
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“The Studio”
by Dan Hernandez
@xdan45x
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“Giants Causeway in
Ireland”
by Keely Arellano
@ayye.keely

by Chloe Bernardo
@cbernardo_design
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“A laser-cut mid-century homescape,
a house in the Beverly Green neighborhood”
by Trevor Ganske
@trevorganske
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“Antarctica”
by Christel Polkowski
@sightbeyondsight

“Guanajuato”
by Ivan Gonzalez
@_ivann_gv

57

“Enchanted”
by Bindia Hallauer
@artbybindia
Acrylic on canvas
36 x 48 inches

by Shaun Weston
@shaunwestonart
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“A poem inside a poem from a girl
inside a house.”
by @lavendertypewriter
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“CLUI photo”
by Alisha Kerlin
@alishakerlin
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by Marianne Campbell
@froggydoesart

by Eva J. Scoville
@ejscoville
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TODAY

REMAKE
A NEWS
HEADLINE
March 22, 2020
“Untitled” by Dan Hernandez (@xdan45x)
When I was a kid I was always fond of these weekly world news papers.
So ridiculous and hilarious. I decided to create my own.
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“Uncertainty” (Make a News Headline)
by Daniel Magaña
@danny.arch
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“Remake a News
Headline”
by Marianne Snow
@froggydoesart

“Remake a News
Headline”
by Ivan Gozalez
@_ivann_gv
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“Remake a News
Headline”
by Christel
Polkowski
@sightbeyondsight

“Remake a News Headline”
by Shaun Weston
@shaunwestonart
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“Remade Headline”
by Emmanuel Muñoz
@chilaquilesdemanny
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THANK YOU
This is the first time we’ve organized
a communal social media project
of this scale and we couldn’t have
done it without you. Thanks to our
colleagues, particularly the Barrick’s
graphic designer, Chloe Bernardo,
who created title illustrations for every
single one of the forty-four prompts.
Thanks also to our Instagram team:
LeiAnn Huddleston, Alisha Kerlin,
Emmanuel Muñoz, and D.K. Sole.
Thanks to Paige Bockman and Dan
Hernandez, who provided behindthe-scenes support. Thank you to
the artists who allowed us to feature
their art with each of our prompt
posts. In some cases you created
entirely new works for us to share and
we’re grateful. Last, but the opposite
of least, the most important thanks
go to the contributors, everyone on
Instagram who drew and collaged and
filmed and painted and photographed
it all and tagged us (or emailed it to us)
so we could share it with the world.
You are the best.
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